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Miles Smith Farm Named Cooperator of the Year by the NHACD

The NH Association of Conservation Districts honored Miles Smith Farm this year for their out-
standing commitment to conservation and agricultur&he award was presented at the NHACD Annual
Meeting, November 18, 2011.

The36k ONBX aAftSa {YAGK CIN)Y o60a{C0O AYy [2dzR2Yy 3> bl :
and is now owned and operated by Bruce Dawson and Carole Sthsefarm features naturally raised
free range Scottish Highlander and Angus cat@eer the year, MSF accomplished many conservation
goals. MSF completed the following conservation practices with help from the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service: grazing management plan, comprehensive nutrient management plan, manure stol
age areas, fencing, water systems, and rotational grazing.

alAfSa {YAGK CINY gla +rtaz2z OK2aSy L& bl! /5 [ 23
02E¢ UGUKAY1AYy3 I yR 02y i N CanleiSaue and Braice Davbidh &elfoutdiatyt f
members of the Loudon Agricultural CommissidhSF also successfully applied for, and received, USDA
Rural Development funds to create a value added prod$F is currently looking to produce and mar-
ket their own brand of sausag®/SF is also an innovator in terms of sustainable energy \0sth the
assistance of the Merri-
mack County Conservijiss
tion District (MCCD) et

Resource Conservatio s
& Development Area |

free farm energy audit |3
that identified areas
where significant en-

could be found.With
financial assistance
through USDA Rural
Development and the
Community Develop-
YSyiG CAylyOS a{ C 2 LJSyBR stateid 300ksGuardifeat & 2
and is attached to their 16Qear old barn.The space is heated by thermal radiant he@he water for this
system is heated by solar collectors on the roof of the barhey are also planning a photovoltaic system

as part of their solar storeMSF has also been working on a project to brand NH beef and ensure that NH
can feed more of itself via local, pastwn@sed beef.
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Miles Smith Farm focused on agricultural education as i@8F holds a yearly agricultural day at
their farm to teach families about local agriculture and where their food is frbt8F also works with local
entities to teach Merrimack County residents about agriculture2 £ S DI NRSya |yR {G®
cord have both hosted MSF cows for educational purposes.

a{C KIFa 0SSy K2y2NBR FT2NJ . h¢l GKSANI O2yaSNIBI (A2
food availability. Congratulations to Bruce Dawson and Carole Soule of Miles Smith Fammore infor-
mation about Miles Smith Farm, please visit their websiteratv.milessmithfarm.com



http://www.milessmithfarm.com/
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Belknap County Conservation District Secures Funding
For Study on 5.6 Miles of Gunstock Brook

The Belknap County Conservation District (BCCD)
is in the process of assisting the Town of Gilford in
funding and obtaining a fluvial geomorphology study
on 5.6 miles of Gunstock Brook. Results from the
study will be used to identify potential project sites
along the brook, engineer repairs that consider im-
pacts to the brook as a whole, assist with future mu-
nicipal planning effecting the water flow, and will be
entered into a statewide fluvial erosion hazard data-
base managed by the New Hampshire Geological Sur-
vey working in conjunction with the New Hampshire
Department of Environmental Services.

Gunstock Brook in Gilford, NH starts its journey at a
high elevation and rushes downhill to broad, flat
meadow. Along the way, large sections of the

brook are impacted by human development in the

form of bridges, homes, businesses, and artifacts

such as abandoned mill foundations. These impacts
AYONBI asS (KS oNR21 @3 I oAt
and disperse pollutants (including soil) to undesired
and sometimes costly locations.

Outreach Coordination

] The Belknap County Conservation District has a long his-
tory of providing and assisting with informational outreach
{ for citizens of all ages. This activity has directly helped to
d form independent grassroots initiatives concerned with
™ local food production, land conservation, and improving

BCCD staff and volunteers assisted the New
Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation in
planning and sponsoring the Great Park Pursuit
outing hosted by Ellacoya State Park. Families
enjoyed participating in activities that informed
them about fisheries, soils, geology, and water
quality.
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Grand View Farm was purchase
by John and Irma Richardson and thei
three young children in 1927. It was a
working dairy farm for many years. Th
were about 20 head of cattle that pro-
duced milk and butter for their delivery
route through town. They also sold mil
to the nearby Abbot's Dairy. Irma woul
also turn the milk into a wonderful
homemade cottage cheese. The cows
and the barn are long gone, but the le
acy still lives in their grandchildren,
greatgrandchildren, and greegreat
grandchildren. The family was inspire
to grow its own veggies and eat locally grown> ¢ & K § yIEYS GDNI} YR +AS86¢K '
foods; so began the new endeavor. the property (Mt. Washington).

They started out with two high tunnels from the USDA/
NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program. They will be
used for yeatround food production by following the practices
of Elliot Coleman and his bodke Winter Harvest Handbook
CSA and/or small farm stand will be in the near future.

Some of the produce that they grew the first season was
tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, peppers, eggplants, beets, beans,
peas, onions, sweet potatoes (S¥ g >/
and much more. Their hope ig s
to also explore chickens, duck
goats, and pigs to see if they c{#
also provide our own protein [
_ sources.

They are also rais
ing honey bees in orde
to supply their family
with some wholesome
natural sugar. They ex-
tracted 350 pounds this|
year. A large pollinator
planting will be done in
the spring of 2012.

Hopefully a difference will be made within the

Joan Richardson
District Manager community with what is being done on this small parcel

603447-2771 of land. Twelve family members have come together with the dedication and commitment to bring fresh
joan.richardson@ produce to our families, neighborhood and local restaurants. They reflect with great satisfaction and pleas
nh.nacdnet.net ure about what has been accomplished in such a small amount of time.



http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/OpenNonWebContent.aspx?content=26099.wba
http://www.fourseasonfarm.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1603580816/fourseasonfar-20
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Pl6JW0dXGGA/TfideOyrOhI/AAAAAAAAEW8/-3CFmse7JzU/s1600/DSC_0629.JPG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-soto6GANJbw/Th2EFTUotsI/AAAAAAAAEfQ/ch1VZdw3qCA/s1600/0712193349.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-l9dR0U4RVfU/Ti7pc9OTucI/AAAAAAAAEhs/7YmNpvmFG9A/s1600/0719192253.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-HcBtqO0fQW4/TkUN-8F0zFI/AAAAAAAAEmE/uVPrdqOvzmA/s1600/0806182756.jpg
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Haybuster 77 NeTill Seeder Now Available to Farms

With concerns of soil erosion and compaction on the local land base, our goal was to introduce farmers
to a conservatiorminded solution.

Discovering the lack of available rental equipment fottitio
seeding and the high cost of such equipment, our district appli¢ -
F2NI I {GFGS /2yaSNBlLGAz2zY [/ 2Y
grant proposal was accepted and funded. After researching an
comparing different ndill seeders, we settled on the Haybuster N H S C C
77. A rental agreement was developed, a promotional poster ci =7 =
ated, and a demonstration hosted by a nearby farm. Also, two § e HAMPSHIRE =
informational workshops were organized to bring awareness to uic
FIENYAYy3a O2YYdzyArAdGe 2F 020K GKS S| dikskaddisgyfranDesconk O A f
servation stand point. Farmers were educated about other benefits as well, including less time in the
field, and decreased labor and fuel costs.

S LIVE FREE OR DIE®

|
|
|
|
|
|

Another demonstration was held at a local farm where the equipment was introduced to the
farming community. The workshop combined a hawodsdemo with the seeder in use and an informa-
tive slideshow presentation by Joel Meyers, aTibexpert from Pennsylvania. A question & answer
session occurred where participants explored the many benefits dillrseeding. Different types of
seeds, seed rates, and preparing land prior tetitGeeding were all discussed. Thetilbseeder has
been successfully rented to a variety of farmers. A journal is being kept to track seedndtteer

performance. With this

information, we hope
to gain better seed rate
applications for varying
seed types and even
greater germination
success

Continued out-
reach to bring aware-
ness of the benefits of
no-till farming practices
is planned for the win-
ter and early spring
d | through workshops,
| promotional material
| and continued demon-
.| strations. Our ngill
|| farming initiative has
.| been made possible
through the partner-
ship of the following organizations: UNH Cooperative Extension, Greenstart, and R.N. Johnson. The
seeder is housed at a local dealership where it is maintained and ready for rental. Our vision is to in-
crease the percentage of acres managed using thélhgystem and increase the number of farmers
using this method as a part of their management practices each year. The acquisition of the Haybuster
77 has been a huge success and its continued use brings much to look forward to.
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Coos County Conservation District Promotes Tools and Equipment that
Enhance Farming Practices

4 X The Coos County Conservation District received a
.{ﬂ small grant from the New Hampshire Department of
”F’m Agriculture, Markets & Foods through their Specialty
| Crop Block Grant program. With the dollars received,
the District, in conjunction with a partner agency, Coop-
erative Extension, purchased specialized hand tools and
B equipment items that improve labor efficiency and in-
crease the productive soil capability of small farm op-
erations and seasonal high tunnels. They called the
ySé LINRBRIOXI&ide ¢22ta F2NJI
Since planting is the most demanding phase of the
growing season, the majority of the tools and equip-
ment will be used for soil preparation, cultivation, seed-
< ing, and transplanting.

I NBLINBaSyalradAgdS FTNRBY W2K
planter during a field day. Prior to the field days, pro-
ducers were asked about tools and equipment that they

wanted to learn about.

The District selected the tools with the idea of
holding several workshop demonstrations and loani
the tools out on a shorterm basis. This is important
that their use-
| fulness could bq
tested and de-

their own op-
eration. During
2011, several
field days and
Machine for laying plastic high tunnel
workshops al-
lowed producers to learn more about the variety of
tools and equipment. Additionally, it was important ta
the Coos County Conservation District to purchase @
Americanmade products.

Now entering its second year of the grant, the %
Coos County Conservation District will start with a |
Lunch and Learim February (again in collaboration &=
with Cooperative Extension), purchase additional tools,
and begin the tool loan portion of thpecialty Tools
for Specialty Crops program.
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Baker River Streambank Stabilization Project Functions Well
During Major Storm Events

Grafton County Conservation District (GCCD) began a comprehensive project in 1998 to improve water
quality in the Baker River watershed with a Local Watershed Protection Grant from the NH Department of
Environmental Services with Clean Water Act Section 319 funds from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. The intent of the grant was to reestablish the Baker River Watershed Association, do an assessmel
of streambank erosion and channel deposition, and to install a streambank restoration project in the water-
shed.

The Baker River, with its headwaters on Mount Moosilauke, flows about 28 miles through the Towns of
Warren, Wentworth, Rumney and Plymouth. It is a major tributary to the Pemigewasset River, a Merrimack
River Basin subwatershed. Significant flooding events in 1927, 1936, 1938, 1942 and 1959 led to the constr
GAz2y 27
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stalled flood controls was a

i lower stream velocity,

more deposition, con-

stricted flows and stream-

bank erosion.

Ay

James Kennedy, an |
| Etna, NH consultant, com{
pleted a streambank ero- f&
sion and deposition asses¢l
ment, and the newly re-
formed Baker River Watershed Association selected a site in Wentworth for the demonstration project. A
mown field was sloughing off into the river and a sharp bend below the field was eroding, taking vegetation
with it. Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Civil Engineer Ed Hansalik designed a streambank
bilization plan using bendway weirs to move the highest velocity flow away from the outside bend toward the
center channel. The design also called for riprap to protect the sharp bend, and a vegetated buffer along the
streambank.

Streamco willow, red osier and grey dogwood, cranberry, and
elderberry were planted on the streambank to provide stabilization.
A forested buffer of gray birch, silver maple, white ash, staghorn
sumac, chokeberry and silky dogwood were planted along the top
§ of the bank. A recent visit showed the buffer plants on the stream-
il bank and the forested
i buffer were doing well,
) and the site has remained#
stabilized throughout “
several major storm
events.

The Merrimack River Watershed has been identified as one
the top watersheds nationally to experience the most change in (
ter quality as a result of increases in housing density on private f
lands. In New England 80% of forestland is privately owned, provid-
ing clean drinking water, wildlife habitat, timber and recreational
opportunities that support rural economies.
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Hillsborough County Conservation District Works to Educate Future Generations

CONSERVATION about the Importance of Conservation and Preserving our Natural Resources

DisTrRICTS
-SINCE 1946- On an enjoyable, mild day in May, the Hillsborough County Consgrva-

tion District (HCCD) organized and implemented a Conservation Field|Day
for sixth graders. This event has become so popular, many schools have
been turned away, or put on a wait list for future events. This year, nine
teachers and approximately 214 students from Pennichuck and Elm Street
Middle schools in Nashua participated in the event. HCCD partnered with
many professionals in various local conservation organizations to make the
event possible. Some who helped out this year were from the NH Depart-
ment of Environmental Services (NH DES), AG in the Classroom, USDDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) , UNH Master Garderer
volunteer program, UNH Cooperative Extension in Hillsborough Count-v,1e e S on.a. deck ?ttaChed to Maple
NH Natural Heritage Bureau, Beaver Brook Association, Merrimack il zeu £l partlmpates in a lesson on the
County Conservation District (MCCD) and US Army Corps of Enginee:r’éztz:_lcggg g::nngzre'\l;:cy McGrath from
Beaver Brook Association was so kind to host the event on their property

at their education center in Hollis.

This is a on®f-a-kind, true handson learning experience for
sixth graders. Itis rewarding to see how interested and involved
dGdzRSyida IyR GSHOKSNa 0S02YSo L
dents who live in the city, not exposed to nature as much as some of
their peers in the suburbs, have so much fun. The event is alaglf
beginning in the morning and ending just after lunch. Stations are
strategically placed around
the Beaver Brook grounds.
Students and teachers are
split into groups and rotate tg
each station for a twenty ming
Chad Cochrane, District Conservationist, ;te |esson on natural resourde

USDA NRCS, speaks on Soils in a large oRgated subjects. From forest
field.

ecology, vegetables, soils anfl
herbs to the water cycle, wildlfower ID, tree ID and a walk through an |n-
teractive soil tent, each and every station provides the students with a
small piece of handen conservation learning. The event is free for the
schools, but they must provide their own transportation and lunches.

With the recent school curriculum changes to incorporate more edu-
cation on natural resources and soils in particular, the Hillsborough Cqunty
(A:opsAerva,tion District feels |t is,important to vcoAntinue to offer this,type of Stacy Luke. District Manager. Mer- ]
SESyd FTaNJ aABGK 3INIRSNRO . diz Gk ISGEVE e I AR Y 2
the help of Beaver Brook Association hosting and participating, and the MM talks about soils in the inter-
environmental professionals who take some time out of their busy schedulgsi e soil tent.
kerry.rickrode@ to help out. .HCCD thanks you! We are very much looking forward to another
nh.nacdnet.net event in spring 2012.

Kerry Rickrode,
District Manager
603-673.2409




