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Stanley Grimes Conservation Scholarship Winners 
Each year the Merrimack County Conservation District is honored to give out a $1,000 scholarship to 

a Merrimack County resident who is enrolled in a two or four-year program of study in fields of Natu-

ral Resources such as Agriculture, Forestry, Environmental Science, Horticulture, Wetland Science, 

Environmental Engineering and Soil Science. This year the District is extremely happy to award two 

students with this scholarship, both of whom exhibit an appreciation of conservation and the New 

Hampshire environment they have grown up in. Take a look at our two winners and all that they have 

accomplished so far:  

Owen Kanter – Hopkinton, NH 

Owen, from Hopkinton, suffers from an insatiable desire of exploring the wild-

life and the world around him. As a child he loved to explore in the frog pond 

behind his house, watching as it changed with the seasons. Looking towards his 

future, Owen knows that he wants to stay close to nature and keep exploration 

a part of the rest of his life. This fall he has decided to attend the University of 

New Hampshire where he will pursue a degree in Wildlife and Conservation 

Biology and continue exploring in the diverse and changing world that makes 

up New Hampshire.  

Continued on page 3 
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POLLINATOR PROJECT IN MERRIMACK COUNTY 

In Boscawen, New Hampshire, a collection of 

wildflower meadow plots has been established in 

order to combat an environmental problem that 

has been affecting the entire nation. This prob-

lem: a decrease in pollinator populations. 

Many people, farmers and beekeepers included, 

are unaware of the importance that pollinators 

have in ensuring a plentiful crop year after year. 

That is why in Boscawen, the Unit Cooperative 

Extension and MCCD teamed up to create the 

wildflower meadow plots. This meadow will be 

used partly for education purposes to show to 

the public the importance and need for pollinator habitat creation, methods of meadow establishment, 

and appropriate plant material for pollinator plantings.  

Amy Papineau, the Merrimack County Field Specialist in Food and Agriculture at the UNH Coopera-

tive Extension, explains that “the pollinator habitat demonstration site in Boscawen is still young, so 

you won’t see a lot of flowers there this season” but she promises that in the next few years the peren-

nial flowers they had planted will begin to grow and flower. “We expect to have a dense, vibrant mead-

ow providing food and habitat for countless bees and other pollinators,” she says. 

  Continued on page 3 



 
VOLUNTEERING AT MCCD 

Here at Merrimack County Conservation District (MCCD) we are grateful to work with a team of passionate, dedicated volunteers. Our volun-

teers are integral to the success of MCCD, assisting us with plantings, farmers’ markets, graphic design, grant writing, plant sales, school programs 

and much, much more. The scope of our programs would not be nearly as expansive were it not for the help we receive from within the commu-

nity. As a community-based organization, our volunteers provide us with an invaluable connection to the surrounding areas that we serve. Their 

perspective, input, and unique skills bring to life the mission and core values that make up MCCD.  

 Volunteers are important to organizations like MCCD who rely extensively on the help that they provide, but you may still 

wonder what the volunteers themselves actually get out of volunteering. For starters, volunteering is a great way to make con-

tacts and expand a professional and personal network. Employers take volunteer experience seriously as it is an accredited 

means to gain skills that are often transferrable to a career. Furthermore, it demonstrates a desirable trait that employers 

seek in employees – the willingness to go above and beyond without any monetary gain or compensation – that shows how 

important the experience is to the employee. 

There are many more practical reasons as to why volunteering is a choice worth considering, but beyond that are deeper, 

emotional implications that stay with the volunteer for the rest of their lives. The biggest of these implications comes from 

the fact that volunteers seek satisfaction in their work and effort beyond that of monetary compensation. This satisfaction is 

often of a lasting nature, built upon a desire to make a difference in their community and the ability…  

Continued on page 3 
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NH ENVIROTHON and THE EMERALD ASH BORER 

The New Hampshire Envirothon just finished off their 25th year of inspiring teens to make responsible 

environmental and natural resource decisions in their everyday lives. This event aims to teach high 

school students how to make these decisions through real-world and hands-on educational experiences. 

It is a great opportunity for high school students to learn more about their local ecosystem as well as to 

learn what it takes to educate their community on rising environmental issues, inspiring many students 

to pursue careers in natural resources and environmental studies. 

This year’s current issues revolved around the impact of invasive alien species. The New Hampshire 

Envirothon defines an invasive alien species as “[a species] that is not native to the ecosystem under 

consideration and whose introduction causes, or is likely to cause, economic harm, environmental 

harm, or harm to human health”. The main invasive species they focused on is the Emerald Ash Borer 

(Agrilus planipennis). EAB has been explained as being one of the costliest invasive species in the past 

decade and a rising issue in the Concord area since its first detection in March 2013. In Michigan, EAB 

are accountable for killing more than 99% of the ash trees whose stems are greater than 2.5 cm in diam-

eter. New Hampshire is worried that things will progress just as bad.  

With this issue in mind, the Envirothon challenged the teams to devise a plan to educate their commu-

nity on EAB biology, ecology, impacts, and management as well as present evidence that their efforts 

were successful and their community was better aware of this growing problem in their community. 

“It’s a great way for high school students to learn about the environment” says Stacy Luke, one of the 

judges in the Envirothon. She was extremely impressed with what the Concord High School team did 

for their outreach portion of the event—

dressing up as Emerald Ash Borers in front of 

the concord state house. 

The Emerald Ash Borer is a rising issue in 

New Hampshire and one that needs to be 

dealt with. By educating the younger genera-

tion, the Envirothon is helping to ensure that 

there will be more awareness of this dilemma 

and more knowledge in the community that 

will help stop EAB from progressing any fur-

ther.  

Learn more at nhbugs.org  

Laura Bonk, an 

MCCD volunteer 

THANK-YOU 

VOLUNTEERS 
Jocelyn 

Jocelyn was browsing the Volunteer 

NH website for opportunities when 

she came across MCCD’s posting. 

She quickly became one of the key 

developers of our upcoming Local 

Food Guide, conducting interviews 

for articles and designing layouts for 

the guide.  

Laura 

Laura first heard about Merrimack 

County Conservation District 

through our annual fall bulb sale. 

She volunteers her time at the sum-

mer farmers’ market in Concord, 

helping out at MCCD’s SNAP/

EBT booth  

Yvonne  

Yvonne came to us through the 

website, Volunteer NH. Since then, 

she has been involved in a number 

of different projects for MCCD. 

Not only is she indispensable with 

the development of our upcoming 

Local Food Guide, but she has also 

volunteered her time writing a cou-

ple of grants to fund nutrition edu-

cation projects.  

An adult Emerald Ash Borer 
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 INTERN SPOTLIGHT 

Each year, MCCD hosts interns for the school 

year. MCCD thanks the 2016 interns, Nate 

Blanchard and Branden Gallagher, for their 

hard work this year. They will surely be 

missed. 

Nate Blanchard 

Nate is originally from Lebanon, NH. He is an 

Environmental Science Major at New England 

College while also participating in the Navy Na-

tional Guard. He spent his spring semester intern-

ing here at MCCD where he worked with soils, 

rural fire protection, outreach events and much 

more in and around the office 

 

Branden Gallagher 

Branden interned with MCCD for his senior 

project in his Landscape Design program at 

the NH Technical Institute. He is originally 

from Concord, NH. Since coming to  

MCCD he has worked on the spring tree and 

shrub fundraiser, soil mapping, choosing 

pollinator friendly species, and creating a bee 

hotel at the Sycamore Gardens at NHTI 

Branden in front of his Bee Hotel 

Volunteering continued from page 2 

to witness the results of that effort. Volunteering affords us the opportunity to become a part 

of something we are passionate about, enriching not only our lives, but the lives of those 

around us. What better way to shed light upon the merits of volunteering than to draw from 

the undisputed wisdom of Dr. Seuss. He warns, “Unless someone like you cares a while aw-

ful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not”. Volunteering is a way for us to make a differ-

ence in our own little pocket of the world.  

Stanley Grimes continued from page 1 

Rhett Courser – Warner, NH 

Rhett, a resident from Warner New Hampshire, will be in his fourth 

year of college this fall at Hampshire College in Amherst, Massachu-

setts. He is pursuing degrees in Sustainable Agriculture and Applied 

Design which he hopes will assist him in his future when he moves 

back home to work with his family on their farm. Through the cours-

es he is taking in college, Rhett is learning more sustainable practices 

that he hopes to incorporate into his family’s farm when he graduates 

from college. He hopes that what he is learning in school will help 

him improve the land and reduce the impact he and his farm has on 

the environment around him. 

CONSERVATION NEWS 2016 

Pollinators  continued from page 1 

The project in Boscawen, as well as educating the public, is trying to assist in one of the ma-

jor reasons for the decrease in pollinator populations: a loss of habitat. We have a lot less 

open flowering spaces than we used to, due in part to development such as houses, industrial 

areas, etc. as well as the effects of reforestation which resulted in having more forested areas 

than open field spaces than previously. Bees rely heavily on a diet of pollen and nectar, com-

ing mostly from local flowering plants that bloom as weeds or other such plants in open 

fields.  

Crop plants, though they provide some forage for bees, only provide forage during small 

windows of bloom and only have a limited amount of nutritional diversity. Crop plants will 

not thrive without the help of pollinators but with such a small blooming period it makes it 

hard for the pollinators to find enough nutrition while crop plants are not blooming. 

According to Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), about one 

third of all plants or plant products consumed by humans are directly or indirectly dependent 

on bee pollination and more than one half of the world’s diet of fat and oil comes from crops 

that depend or benefit from bee pollination. In New Hampshire, honeybees are accountable 

for most of the crop pollination while local bees play a smaller part in the agricultural sys-

tems. For both local bees and honeybees, access to flowering habitat is critical for population 

growth and strength. Without their habitat, the population of bees will continue to plummet 

and without the bees, our agricultural system will suffer. 

Luckily, many people are aware of this approaching problem, prompting farmers and re-

searchers to place more emphasis on protecting and supporting native pollinators as well as 

managed honeybees to ensure the populations will not continue decreasing. This is a growing 

problem, not just in New Hampshire but all across the nation and world-wide. It is through 

this project in Boscawen and others like it that New Hampshire is trying to fix the pollinator 

populations. Through education and designated habitats, New Hampshire is taking their part 

in ensuring that pollinators will thrive in the future which will help enable our agricultural 

systems to continue to flourish.  

Page Three 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
July 11—Attracting Bees and Butter-

flies To Your Garden in Boscawen. 

Make your garden appealing to bees and 

butterflies! Learn how to attract pollina-

tors and how to protect them when they 

arrive. 

July 21—Birds and Beans Coffee 

House Presents Cosy Sheridan in 

Concord. Listen to Cosy Sheridan sing 

from her new release, Pretty Bird, and 

support NH Audubon programs that 

protect the environment.  

July 23—Mid-Summer Birding in 

Concord at the NH Audubon McLane 

Center. Look for nestlings and fall mi-

grants while walking along roads and easy 

trails with the NH Audubon. 

August 13 and 14t—Danbury Garden 

and Farm Days. Spend a day with guest 

speakers, demos and food, tours of local 

vegetable gardens, flower gardens and 

local farms. Check out the Danbury 

Country Store on Rte 4 for a full sched-

ule and map of events. 

August 16-18—Training: Creating a 

Green School in Concord. Inspiring 

teachers interested in using the Project 

Learning Tree Green Schools model ti 

improve student learning and promote 

stewardship. $90 registration fee. 

August 27 & 28—Musterfield Farm 

Days in Sutton. The museums largest 

event of the year, a two-day celebration 

of all things agricultural, historical and 

farm-related.  

September 9— Fall Bulb Sale Dead-

line. Buy flower bulbs from MCCD Fall 

Collection and help support your local 

conservation district. 

September 12— Got Healthy Soils? A 

Look at Ways to Make Your Soil 

Healthy at Boscawen Municipal Com-

plex. Join Stacy Luke, MCCD manager, 

as she discusses 

the Soil Health 

Initiative and soil 

improvements to 

make for a better 

harvest. Contact 

the district for 

more infor-

mation. 

 
Two Students at the 2016 Envirothon. 

See page 2 for more details 

THE MISSION OF THE MERRIMACK COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT IS TO PROMOTE 

AND ACHIEVE CONSERVATION OF THE LANDSCAPE AND HERITAGE OF MERRIMACK 

COUNTY. 


